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F NA  Ca l end ar  o f  E ven t s  
 

Have a look at FNA volunteer opportunities coming up! 
 

All workdays are free and open to the public. No experience required. Meet in the Lederman Sci-

ence Education Center parking lot for all events. Please dress for outdoor work & wear sturdy 

shoes or boots. Rain or hazardous weather cancels. Those under 18 years of age must be accom-

panied by an adult or have written permission. Please follow our facebook page to see the latest 

updates for work days. 
 

Monday Workdays - help Fermilab ecology staff from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm each week 
 

Third Tuesday Workdays - hosted by the Education Center stewards, noon to 2:00 pm 
 

Third Saturday Workdays - meet Big Woods stewards from 9:00 am to noon 
 

Seasonal activities may include: invasive species control, native seed collecting, seed processing 

& mixing, seed mix spreading and wildlife monitoring.  Our staff and stewards try to have some 

aspect of environmental education involved with each workday, and provide refreshments. 

Other seasonal workdays may be announced via email.  Receive weekly reminders by sending a 

request to fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com. 

 

Feb 21    Hawk Talk by Larry Miller, 10 am to noon, Wilson Hall 2nd floor, room Curia II. 

 Free lecture, open to all guests. See page 2 for details. 
 

Feb 26 FNA Annual Meeting. 7:00 pm in Fermilab’s Wilson Hall, One West conference room, 

atrium level.  See FNA President’s Message (above) for details. 

 

     Please watch your email, or facebook  for last-minute changes or additional events. 
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     Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA), is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 

tax-exempt corporation formed in 2006. Our mission: To conserve, restore and study 

the natural areas within Fermilab while encouraging employees and neighbors to 

experience and enjoy Fermilab's natural beauty. 

We envision a future: 

* Where our natural areas and ecosystems are rich in biodiversity. 

* Where conservation and restoration are sustainable activities. 

* Where we are a regional leader in natural areas research.  

* Where Fermilab's open spaces contribute to a high quality of life for the community. 

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  F NA  P r e s i d e n t  R o d  W a l t o n      fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com 
 

  Greetings! Now that we are into the new year, we have the opportunity to look forward to this year’s activities 
for Fermilab Natural Areas, and also take a look back at last year to see what we've accomplished. Each year at 
our annual general membership meeting we try to accomplish that, and the meeting this year is no different. Open 
to all, this year’s meeting will be at Wilson Hall’s One West conference room on Thursday February 26, at 7:00 
pm. We will be looking over what we did in 2014, and talking about how to make it better in the future. Last year, 
we talked about plans for a new and improved website, and this year, we’re very happy to roll it out!  
  We are pleased to have Mark Donnelly as our keynote speaker this year. Mark is an active volunteer and his spe-
cialty is dragonflies and damselflies. It turns out that there are a remarkable number of species on the Fermilab 
site, and he will acquaint us with them. He has some truly amazing photographs as well. We will also have a short 
business meeting and elect four new members to sit on the FNA Board of Directors. We look forward to seeing 
you there and sharing your thoughts for the coming year! 
  Also in this newsletter, see the schedule for upcoming events, like the popular Hawk Talk on February 21. Please 
keep in mind also that as a completely volunteer-based organization, we need your help. You can lend a hand in 
many ways - financial support is always appreciated to advance our mission to conserve, protect and enhance our 
natural areas. See page 4 for info. We have plenty of other opportunities to help with outreach, programs and fund 
raising. We hope you have a wonderful new year and you will share a part of it with us! As always, please feel free 
to call me at 630-840-2565, or email with any questions, suggestions or comments.  

Sharp-shinned Hawk, 

photo by G. Oleynik, 
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The 2014 Christmas Bird Count at Fermilab       Dave Spleha, FNA 

 

Despite the excellent winter weather for this year's Christmas Bird Count, the birding was subpar.  Tempera-

tures were at or just below freezing throughout the day, with mostly calm wind conditions for most of the 

morning and only increasing slightly in the afternoon.  The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a full day of bird-

ing devoted to performing a census of the birds within the "Fermi Circle".  The "Fermi Circle" is a 7 1/2 mile 

radius circle with Fermilab at the center.  This review is focused on only the area within the Fermilab bounda-

ries.  The first CBC performed at Fermilab was in 1976 making this the 39th annual CBC within the Lab. 

 

Several of us started out at 4:30 am to call for and search for owls before daybreak, while the majority of the 

counters started at 7:00 am.  There were 19 participants in this year's count.  Many of us birded the whole day, 

ending at 4:30 pm, again searching for owls as darkness approached.  The count day has become quite struc-

tured with the participants placed in three groups.  Each group followed a spreadsheet listing timed stops 

throughout the day to maximize coverage, and hopefully reduce any double counting. 

 

The total species count for this year's CBC was only 43 species.  This was the lowest number in 13 years.  The 

total number of birds counted for the day was 3336 with approximately half of these being Canada Geese.  

This total is a little below the average over the past 10 years. 

 

Our best birds for the day were a Black-crowned Night-Heron and two Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Both species 

were first CBC sightings for the Lab.  The Night-Heron is a summer resident that has been declining in num-

bers over the last several summers.  The Kinglet is a spring and fall migrant that breeds in the north woods and 

passes through in both migrations.  (Note: Pictures below are from another time.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the other more notable sightings were a Northern Shrike (the only one found in the entire count cir-

cle), a Red-winged Blackbird (usually only found during half of our recent CBC's), a Purple Finch (only seen 

on 2 previous CBC's) and two Pine Siskins (only seen in 5 previous CBC's).  It was a good day for Raptors 

including Northern Harriers (11, previous high was 9), a Sharp-shinned Hawk,  Cooper's Hawks  (2), Red-

tailed Hawks (16) and American Kestrels (3).  Some of the expected birds that had interesting numbers were 

Common Merganser (280 found,  previous high 118), Mourning Dove (215 found, highest in 8 years), Ameri-

can Crow (2 found; these still remain low over the last 12 years due to West Nile Virus), Horned Lark (1 

found, lowest in 10 years) and Swamp Sparrow (20 found; tied highest number from 25 years ago).  There 

were also some notable misses for the day that helped contribute to our low species total, including Wilson's 

Snipe, Eastern Screech-Owl, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing  and White-throated Sparrow. 

 

The weather was a gem as far as most past CBC's go, since recent count days included below freezing temps, 

up to two feet of snow, or rainy, muddy conditions.  Even though the birds did not cooperate as much as we 

would have liked, I think everyone involved enjoyed a day of intense birding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/
http://sustainability.fnal.gov/ecology/prairie/pdfs/Volunteer_Harvest_flier_2014.pdf
http://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/cbc/index.shtml
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Membership/Donations 
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/membership.html  by U.S. Mail or online. 

FNA is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable organization.  Donations can be made in memory or honor of a friend or 

loved one. Members receive the FNA Newsletter via email, are invited to special events, and get a discount on FNA 

merchandise.  Fermilab employees can donate online via the Employee Self Service website: 

https://hrweb.fnal.gov:8021/psp/FermiSelfServicePRD/?cmd=login 
 

Your tax-deductible donation to FNA directly supports: 

The Robert F. Betz Internship - 

Giving young ecologists hands-on field experience in Fermilab’s restoration program such as native seed harvesting, 

invasive species removal, plant ID, wildlife monitoring, organizing volunteer events, and scientific research. 

The FNA Volunteer Program - 

Our volunteer stewards and wildlife monitors are committed to the ecological health of Fermilab’s natural areas.  

Your donation helps provide them with the tools and equipment they need to get the job done. 

Habitat Enhancement and Fine-scale Land Management - 

FNA complements the large-scale work of the Fermilab Roads & Grounds group by providing volunteer hand crews for 

seed collecting, invasive removal and habitat surveys. 

Conservation of Rare Species - 

Fermilab Natural Areas works with regional partners such as the Forest Preserve Districts of DuPage and Kane County, 

the Peggy Notebaert Museum, and Plants of Concern to conserve, reintroduce, and protect rare species. 

Ecological Research Partnerships - 

FNA and Fermilab collaborate on invasive species research, shrub propagation methods, and prairie restoration studies 

with partners such as The Nature Conservancy, Morton Arboretum, and the Northeast Illinois Invasive Plant Partnership.  

 

  

 Name:   _______________________________________  

 Address: _______________________________________  

 City:   _______________________________________ Donation  $ _________________ 

 State:   ____________________   Zip:  _____________ 

 Email:   _______________________________________ 

 Please mail your check or money order to:  Fermilab Natural Areas 

       P.O. Box 500, MS 444 

       Batavia, IL 60510  

For Sale by FNA    See all of our items online at http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/shop.html  
 

Rain barrels - buy now and stock up for next year!  Assembled by us, these recycled food-

grade plastic barrels have an overflow connection on top, a spigot with hose bib on the bottom, 

and metal mesh covering the big hole in the removable lid. Barrels are black, brown, or terra-

cotta, but other colors may be available (please call). We’ll also include 3 concrete blocks to use 

as a stand.  Sale price of $65.  
 

HUGE SALE on all FNA apparel - 
See below for our special prices, via e-mail orders only! E-mail us at fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com, let 

us know your item, size and quantity and we will confirm the purchase arrangements.  
 

Tan baseball-style caps with our embroidered logo, made in the USA of sturdy cotton twill 

material, with adjustable Velcro strap. Now only $10 for FNA members or non-members. 

FNA long-sleeved or short-sleeved t-shirts are natural organic, with our logo printed in 

front, web address across the back. Short-sleeved tees are $10, long-sleeved are $10. Sizes 

from Small to XXL. 

Student/Youth $15 

Member $25 

Contributor $50 

Sponsor $100 

Donor  $250 

Supporter $500 

Patron  $1,000 

Benefactor    $2,500 and up 

http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/
http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/membership.html
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http://www.fermilabnaturalareas.org/shop.html
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